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NARRATIVE  
 

Narrative 
North Attleborough is an industrial town in Bristol County on the Rhode     
Island border.  In pre-Colonial times, it was the site of the Bay Path, a   
major Indian trail to Narragansett Bay, the Seekonk River and Boston.  John 
Woocock and family established a small settlement in North Attleborough in  
1669, which subsisted on agriculture, fishing and hunting but also clearly  
liked a little conviviality because by 1670, Woocock had received a license 
to open an ordinary, or tavern.  The settlement was attacked during the     
King Philip war, with two killed and one home burned, but the garrison      
house which Woocock had built survived the attack.  Recovery was swift      
after the war and the community grew very quickly; by 1776 there were 2200  
people living there.                                                        
In about 1780 a French settler set up a forge for working brass and the     
industrial era arrived in North Attleborough.  Englishmen brought with them 
British machinery from Birmingham in 1794 and designed American             
improvements in button making which they patented.  During the 18th and     
early 19th centuries, small grist and sawmills were built along the Tenmile 
River, and subsequently established nail factories were eventually eclipsed 
by cotton spinning mills.  The development of cotton spinning was spurred   
by the embargo on imports resulting from the War of 1812.  Textiles and     
jewelry manufacturing were the staple industries of the town by 1832 but    
buttons were king.  By 1834 it was said that North Attleborough produced    
more buttons than anywhere in the United States.                            
Through the 19th century there was tremendous growth and innovation in the  
jewelry industry and the number of firms in the town increased sharply.  By 
1855 there were 24 shops making almost $1 million in jewelry in both        
Attleboroughs.  The Civil War spurred their growth with profitable U.S.     
Army orders for badges and medals.                                          
North Attleborough retains an outstanding collection of mid- to late-19th   
century houses including several Italianate villas.                         
        (Seal supplied by community.  Narrative based on information        
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)                        
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Plainville on the north; Mansfield on    
the east; Attleboro on the south; and Cumberland, Rhode Island, on the west.     
North Attleborough is 32 miles southwest of Boston; 12 miles north of            
Providence, Rhode Island; and 186 miles from New York City.   

Total Area: 19.06 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 18.65 sq. miles  
 
Population: 25,038  
 
Density: 1,343 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Taunton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....25.9°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.2°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......46.7"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Attleborough, Pawtucket, Wrentham                                                

Regional Planning Agency 
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                           
      Economic  Development District                            

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Fall River                       
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 699-0100            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 
 

Form of Government 
   Board of Selectmen                         
   Administrative Assistant                   
   Representative Town Meeting                

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1887   

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
 
                         Number     %   
   Total Registered       12,898    
         
 
   Democrats               2,654    20.6  % 
   Republicans             2,511    19.5  % 
   Other parties               0     0.0  % 
   Unenrolled Voters       7,733    60.0  % 

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 

 

 
Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments. 

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

 
   Conventional State:       276       
   Conventional Federal:      92 

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP:                1    
   Federal (Section 8):      104              
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The Taunton-Attleboro region has excellent highway facilities. Interstate   
   495, especially well designed south of Boston, provides access to           
   Interstate 90 to the northwest and to U.S. Route 6, the Mid-Cape Highway,   
   to the southeast. Interstate 95 and the Fall River Expressway (State Route  
   24) provide access to the airport, port, and intermodal facilities of       
   Boston and Providence.                                                      

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are U.S. Route 1 and Interstate Route 95, which run      
   NE-SW between metropolitan Boston and Providence, and Interstate Route 295  
   looping around Providence, Rhode Island. Interstate Route 95 forms an       
   interchange with Interstate Route 495  on the border of the neighboring     
   towns of Mansfield and Foxborough.                                          

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to Back Bay Station and South Station, Boston is      
   available in neighboring Attleboro (travel time 35-48 min. to BBS) and      
   South Attleboro (45-56 min). Both stations offer parking facilities, with   
   781 and 562 spaces, respectively.                                           

Bus  
   North Attleborough is a member of the Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional    
   Authority (GATRA), which provides Dial-A-Ride service to the elderly and    
   disabled.                                                                   

Other  
   The Mansfield Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located 2 
   mi. SE of the city, has a 3,496'x 75' asphalt runway and a 2,200'x 100'     
   turf runway.  Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision.              
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog  
MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   None 

RECREATION 
 
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm


  

MISCELLANEOUS 

 

 
HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   None 

Long Term Care 
   Madonna Manor Nursing Home                  
    

Hospices 
   None 

Rest Homes 
   None 
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


